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EUROCLIO -
European Association of History Educators

In 2017 connecting more than 70 
organisations from over 40 mostly 
European countries

Participants to the EUROCLIO Annual Conference in Ohrid,  listen to a speech by the French Ambassador in 2014.

Its mission is to promote innovative 
and responsible history, heritage 
and citizenship education
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Principles for high-quality history, 
heritage and citizenship education…

It raises awareness on the fact that 
the past is perceived differently.

It does not attempt to transmit 
a single truth about the past.

Selected Principles from the Manifest on High-Quality History, Heritage and Citizenship Education, adopted by the EUROCLIO General Assembly in 2014, 
Background Image: M.C. Escher, Relativity, 1953

It embraces cultural, religious and 
linguistic diversity.

It promotes long-term 
reconciliation in divided 
societies

It introduces global 
perspectives
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Collaborative design of educational 
resources

Quality control by peers and 
external assessors 

21 publications in 17 
different languages 
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A transnational approach to the past
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2012: First version of Historiana
online

Recognition: World Aware Education 
Aware (2011) and MEDEA Special Prize 
(2012)

Challenges: Language as a barrier, 
Difficult to link to Curricula, Limited 
learning opportunities

historiana.eu
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How to stimulate the use of digital and digitised
heritage made available through Europeana in 
History Education? 

Our partnership with Webtic and 
Europeana
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2017: Historiana launched in beta

http://dev.historiana.eu/
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The challenge: How are 
educators going to use these 
+30.000.000 results?
• Are they relevant? 

• Can they help students to learn about history and historical 
thinking?

• Is there enough context to make sense of the source? 

• Is translation provided? 

• Is it allowed to use the source? 
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What are the lessons learned?



European Association of History Educators

www.euroclio.eu

1. Licensing is often an obstacle

• The time required to negotiate 
rights is an obstacle for their use 
in education. Allowing for 
educational use would be the 
easiest and quickest way in which 
archives, museums and libraries 
can enable use of digital 
collections in education.

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/
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Why do we care about copyright?
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How do we deal with copyright?
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2. Selection of sources is crucial

• History educators do not look for 
a large quantity of sources, but 
for those that are engaging for 
students, help them think
historically and gain historical 
knowledge. Finding these sources 
takes time. 

In France news of the Sarajevo assassination made the 
headlines for a short time but was quickly replaced by  the 
scandal of the day, the trial of a Minister’s wife for killing 
the Editor of Le Figaro.
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Digital Public Library of America: 
Primary Source Sets
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Selecting the most useful sources
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3. Linking to what is taught helps

• There is a big demand for high-
quality educational resources 
that help history educators to 
improve their teaching on topics 
that are common and for tools 
that enable students to interact
with sources in a way that further 
develops their critical and 
historical thinking. 
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4. Resources need to be quick to 
find and easy to use

• Providing Educational Resources 
for free is not enough. They need 
to be of high quality and easy to 
find and - in the case of online 
tools - quick to develop. 
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One single access point
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5. Better ways of presenting the 
past

• New ways of presenting the past 
can encourage students to think 
historically and critically examine 
source evidence
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Removing barriers

• Provide open access to digital heritage for use in 
education.

• Include collections in a single access point.

• Curate sources, and provide contextual information, 
thematic collections, and exemplar learning activities.

• Make digital heritage fit for education!
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Historiana would not be possible 
without the commitment of 
professional experts who are 
passionate about history education, 
convinced of its importance to the 
development of young people and 
willing to help.

Contact: Jaco Stoop
Email: jaco@euroclio.eu

EUROCLIO – European Association of 
History Educators
www.euroclio.eu

http://www.euroclio.eu

